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YHE STITH FAMILY 


The Stith family appears to have been long settled in the 
parish of Kirkham, in Lancashire, and both ans parish sebiteome 
and the wills show that the Stiths were quite numerous in that 
locality. A careful search, however, fails vo show any unmis- 
takable trace of the Virginia immigrant, and it is possible 
eh his immediate family nad moved elsewhere, perhaps to 

ondon. 


fhe arms of the family are to be found in Papworth's Ordi- 
nary, in Burke's General Armory, and on the book plate of the 
Hev. William Stith, President of William and Mary College. 
They are: Argent, a chevron engrailed, between three fleurs- 
ae-lis sable. 


Major John Stith came to Virginia vefore 1656, and had a 
grant to himself and Semuel Hale, of 900 acres of land on the 
north side of James River, in Charles City County, 15th reb-~ 
ruary, 1663. He also had grants of 550 acres 29th July 1664, 
and 606 acres llth May 1675. Other tracts he acquired oy pur- 
chase, and at his weath left a very considerable landed estate. 
In 1656 he was lieutenant, according to some existing rragments 
of the Gharles City records. In 1676 he was a captain in the 
Charles City militia, and was actively engaged, on the govern- 
ment side, during Bacon's Rebellion. In June, 1676, an act was 
passea by Bacon's House entitled: "An Act to disable John 
Stith and Edward Hill fron holding office". the preamble recites 
that Col. Hill and Lieut. (sic.) Stith took advantage of their 
positions as officers and magistrates to create misunder- 
standings between the governor and people, and were the cause 
of oppressive taxes and other grievances. they were therefore 
disqualified from holding any office, either civil or military. 
fhis partizan act was subsequently repealed. In May, 1677, 

John Stith was one of the persons commissioned to take depos—- 
itions in regard to the grievances of the people of Vharles 

City Vounty. In 1680 he was major of the Charles city vounty 
militia, one of the magistrates of she counvy, amu & practicing © 
lawyer, anu, 1685-1686, he represenved his counvy in the 

Howse of Buggesses. Under date of 10th Nov. 1893, Mr. a. A. 

Brock writes: "I have gleanings from the despoiled charles 

¢ity vounty records estavlishing that Lieut. John Sith married, 
in the latter part of 1656, Jane, tho wiaow of Joseph Parsons 
(his, Parsons’, second wife, sinve he had an infant chila by ; 
a foimes marriage). Jane's Was also a second marriage, her fisse 
husband having been Thomas Gregory. In 1663, Jonn Stith was 

made the guardian of Judith Parsons, the orphan of Joseph Parsons, 
vice Edward Mosby deceased." Mrs. Jane Stith was living in 

1686, and it is probable that John and Jane Stith had a 

daughter who married Thomas Hardaway, since there is a patent 

in 1686 to John Stith endorsed by John and Jane Stith to 


